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One Man Each for France, Britain and Russia Given Almost Supreme Power, and Three
Meet in Paris to Co-ordinate Attacks on the East, West and South,

-

By JOHN L. BALDERSTON
(Copyright, 1916
Paris. Feb. 27.—As London has long
bas become the financial cepital. so Puris
bas become the military capial of the
entente powers For more than a
¥Year Russla fought a war in the East,
while France and England conducted

themselves on the West front as
though Russia did not exist, and,
sometimes, although their armles

were linked together, without any too

much regard for the plans of each
other. In the fire of adversity, a
real military alliance has now been

forged.
Seated around a table in the French
ministry of

quently to arrange joint plans for
the destruction of Germany The
are Joffre. genernlis#imo of all the
French armies, Sir William Robert-
son, chief of the Imperial general

Staff of the British empire, and Gen

Jilinsky, personal representative of |
the chief of staff of Hussian
Armies, Gen Alexeiff O officers
have a seat at the council table, rep- |
resenting the armies or lualy, Belgium

and Serbia. but questions of grand | (ul] working order under the control of |
strategy other than those : the milnisters for munitions of France, |
the Italian theater are de Britaln, Russia and Italy, or with the
Joffre, Robertson and Jilins! alone, | general war council, as it may be called, |
and of these three tri: ers Joffre |which Is In process of formation and
stands first in power : influence. [has not vet been given a name. |
Joffre rose above his osition as Conferences here and in_London be- |
generalissimo of the armiess of the tween French and British dabinet mem-g
republic In France on the November | bers, the recent trip of Premier Briand |
day when he walked into the dignified [to Rome and a political mission from |
British war council at No, 19 :u-\tm-'*.;:l'.!w western powers now In Russia have{
street, brought down his fist on the |for their object the formation of A gen-
table, and sald passionately. "England leral warfcouncil which shall declde how |, rangement
throws us over in the mid#t of the ) many men, how much money and how|
fight!” His exact words wers “Angle- |much war material each ally shall mn-I
terre nous Jache au mllieu de Ja |tribute to the common cause. If such |
bataille! la body ever meets—and the political ob- |
The council was & to deter- |5t in the way of its formation are |
mine whether 1o fon Saloniki, ous—it will decide, for instance,|
end a2 majority of it embers we the conflicting rialms of the Britons who
“favor of ai'x'r};l:v;g he adv contend that England should put every
British general staff and g | available man in the feld., that she
from the Balkans J (shouid keep her remalning men at home |
quarters, hurried to L iand make munitiong for the allies, and |
talking over Lord K |that she should concentrate on her nor- |
ized the war cou ymal export. trade s0 as to be "able to/
I have quoted | inance the war for the entente, There
wiadom of his jare also rumors, inte which it is un-
now adm by advisable to Inqulre too closely, ahout a
this anecdot for which | inaval councll toe decide questions of su-
lent authority, because thes preme importsice
der discussion Nove e e Joffre Dominates War Board,
'..oﬂ\“o:et.:lln J-u ::5_:!:.' ..,‘IJL “rR g (ng board |3 supreme in the domain

Joffre Like n Whirlwind.

war, three men meet fre-’

Thus Avoiding Past Mistakes.

(!t resuited In his obtaining the supreme
|command of the French forces in all
war zones. More than two months pass-
el before the British cabinet solved the
problem of delegating sufficient powers|
o a geneéral to permit him to confer
with Joffre and take far-reaching de-
clsions on his own responsibility, but at|
the appointment of Sir Willlam
Robertson as chlef of staff, and the re-
imoval of the Imperial general staff fmm]'
under the orders of Lord Kitchener as
minister of war placed Robertson 1n|
strategic control, answerable only to Lhe|
ywar councll of the British cabinet.

This final check over the one man m
tthe British high command who rose from |
the ranks may be abolished If one victory
crowns the armies of King George. The

length

before Joffre and Robertson could meet
and decide what to do did not worry
the autocratle czar, who conferred plen-|
ary powers on General Jllinsky, and so!
the ullied war board wes formed |

Munitions Council Separate. |

This body should not be confused wﬂh_’
the permanent munition council, now in |

It

lrategy
¢ War

re |s in virtual
board, as s believed,
ia position to force of char-
e confidence of his colleagues

fact that he commands the
ench army, greatest weapon of the en- |
excepting the Britis

1+ the

of the French, but the disadvantages of
such an arrangement were obvious, They
bécame still more obvious when Gen.
Foch was placed In command of the
northern group of French armies, which
were on both sides of the British force
oyer which he had no comtrol. Under
such a system, staff work was.severely
erippled, and the natural result was seen
at Loos, when the French Temih Army
on the British right did not move to the
assault of the Vimy Ridge for five hours
after the British had carried Lgos, with
the result that the British right wing
was left hanging In the air, and unable
te resist murderous counter-attackas:
Stafl Changes Improve Mwtters.

The removal of Marshal French

¥ | political problems which had to be solved | ®Nded the embarrassing staté of af-

fairs by which the Britiesh officer com-
manding three armies was of superior
rank to the French generalissimo
commanding twelve. When. Sir Doug-
las Haig took over the command, im-
portant changes in staff arrangements
were made at the suggestion of the
French, and with the cordial co-oper-
ation of the British authortles, Sir
Douglas Haig is now understood to
be under the orders mot only of Gen.
Joftre and his chief of staff, Gen. de
Castelnau, but of Gen. Foch, in com-
mand of the armies of the north,

The puzzling fact, recently observ-
able in official bulletins, that British
and French troops are sandwiched In
between each other from Arras to the

Somme, Is connected with staft
changes. Under the old system, it
would have been Impossible. The ar-

to the lay mind seems a
bad one, and it _would be, bad unless
all the troops of both nationalities
were under a single staff direction.
There are Important strategic advan-
tages, I am informed, In spreading
reserves both British and French over
a3 wide an extent of tetritory behind
the lines as possible, making It harder
for the German staff to jydge where the
maln impact of the next' “great rush"
will come. With the Hritish armies
on a narrow front of tHirty miles, It

has been possible for t Germans to

|estimate within narrow | limits where
British attacks must be pressed, and

that advantage is no langer possess-
ed by Crown Pringe -Rupprecht and
Duke Albrecht. This paragraph may
appear cryptic, but a frank discussion
of staff changes, In connectlon with
the employment of French and British
units, is not permissible.

What is the allled war board dolng?
The answer is obvious to every student
of the situatlion here and in Germany.
It is planning a  general attack ‘on all
fronts, to occur at the same time 'and so

ply in

Rusala and Italy, and on the
Germans. There is an almost universal
Impression that the Germans will fore-
_stall the great allied blow, which is be-
ing prepared with tantalizing deliberation,
because time la on the side of the en-
tente, with a terrific general offensive of
thelr own, designed to force a decision
either east or west and end the war,  If
It ‘were possible to gauge the time when
the Germans plan to strike, the allied
blow might take the form of a simul-
taneous counter offensive. Speculation
on this point |s useless, and the date
when the allles will be ready is prab-
ably known to not more than a score of
men.

Possibilitles Are Limited.

What can be safely predicted is the
nature of the struggle when it does come.
If the Germans strike for a decision there
are only six courses open tg them, be-
cause no seventh campaign would prom-
1se. vietory In the event of success.

Gen. von Falkenhayn may strike in the
west In one of four ways. He may try
to Invade England. He may launch a
blow In the neighborhood of Arras In the
hope of reaching Boulogne and Calais
and cutling off and destroying three
British armles and a French and Belgian
army in ithe north. Two other possibili-
tles In the west arc an attempt to cut
throligh the French center, from Ribe-
court to Boissons, where the German
linesare only fifty miles from Paris, and
an effort to piece the line of the Meuse
and take Verdun. The invasion of Eng-
land is probably regarded by the Ger-
mans as impossible, while it is incredible
to those who know the ground that a
drive for Calals or on Parls could now
succeed. Verdun s not so Invulnerable,
but It s difficult to think of a victory
here, galned at frightful cest, could
force France to her knees or prevent the
general allled offensive.

Alllitary men in England and France
are divided on whe'her the Germans will
strike east or west. All admit the great-
cst prizes are to be found In the west;
many believe the lmiossibility of victory
in the west fa cleur te the German staff,
and point for proof of this to Germany's
effort to get » saparate peace with Bel-
glum and shoitem her iines to her own
frontier.
gards as impracticable the four western
blows which he must have considered,
two courses are open to him in the east

One Is to' push by Hindenburg through
Riga along the railway 2 miles  to
Petrograd, supported by the high seas
fleet, which if it abandoncd the protection
of the German North Sea ceast to mines,
n%hmurineu and coast defenses might be
able to force the Gulf of Finland and
destroy the Russian squadrons,

Might Strike Towards Odessa.

The second possibility is a march down
the Dnelster to Odessa. This attempt has
geveral advantages In German eyes: it
could be carried out in
Austro-Hungarian troops, as an attack
In the north or in the west could not,
and would, If successful, result in an un-
doubted political triumph.

It would bring into German hands the
Ereat graln reglon of Russia, and her

ia

wing upon the sea, and secure either
the neutrality or the armed support of
Roumania. The Russian province of Bes-
sarabla Is the one which would be con-

Assuming that Falkenhayn re- |

the maln by |

greatest seaport, anchor the German right |

quered in such a march, and this province |

h navy, which

uteide the sohere of the board
Joffe's position with respect to the Brit-
army may be lllustrated by a bald
imary of recent happenings. There
was at the beginning of the war an un-
standin® that the supreme command in
belonged Lo Joffre, but Marsha!
took his orders from Kltchener |
from J T do not know that |
any friction, and the British
ried Lo fall in with the desires |

prevent Germany from re-enforcing a
threatened theater of war from tregions
whers no abnormal activity Is \taking

torn from Roumania Ly Russia in 1878,
Could Austro-German armies first BepPR-

ace, & he h 80 often donefin the | ®t® Roumania from connection with
;l“: it "ro:’verxin:f At the| Bussia. then offer her Bessarabia for |
topie of conversation everywhere. |1t em- upport, the statesmen of Bucharest would |

be forced to give up their dream of an-
nexing Transylvania in Hungary. The
political aspect of the situation would
make the dominant Mazvars in Hungary

bodies perhaps the final hope of most
strategists, and H it falls disastrously
the effort to obtaln a mllitary decision
may haves to be abandoned,

enthusiastic for an Odessa expedition,
The date when this attack will take though luke-warm about blows struck
— —— | €18t where, for Hungary fears Roumania.

The great blow of the allles which is

REMEMBER THESE BARGAINS

For Tomorrow and Tuesday Are
Exactly As We Represent Them to Be

Read and learn that you can save comsiderable on the
highest grade furniture—and arrange to charge it if you wish

In preparation may be postponed by the
war board on purpoee until the Germans,
impelled by Internal politics no less than
by the milltary situation, weaken them-
eeives in thelr general attack. A pos-
sibility much discussed In political circies
ia that Germany, as hinted by Bethmann-
Hollweg, will stand on the defensive on
all fronts and not attempt another great
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art, the beter your chances of appreciat-
ing what is golng on today,” he said.,
“As you know, I told you Iast uwln:;
we would break through Artols, and 1
told you last autumn our great ﬂﬂ'ensh‘c;
would fucceed. Both times I was "mng,l
and this time I feel pessimistic and am

campaign, but military men scout this
view as foreign to the whole Prusslan |
military traditipn. SBuch a course, they |
jsay, would depress the German people,

must be aftempted. |
Allled Plan Is Simple.

The allied plan of & converging attack |
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ls simple, every one thought of It, at the
beginning of the war, but the lack of|
political machinery in  Evgland and!
France for delegating supreme powers
to the military, a democratic distrust in
both countries of creating all-powerful
generals, an absence of the trust be-
tween three great entente countries that|
now exlists, and =& plentiful supply of|
overconfidence prevented and made lm-:
possible at first the formation of a War |

board. Russia wae willlng from the|
start, but her allies were not. ‘l
The military history of the war is a

story of Germany’'s success in meeting
attacks on both main fronts Ly shifting
troops from one to the other and of mak-
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into a trench deadlock in the West, with-
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tral powers.
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In Artols had been determined upon by

Curtains: heavy the French in the winter, without con-

Finally, in Beptember, the great effort
of Castelnau and Bir Douglas Halg to
break the German lines in Champagne
and Flanders came after the German
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pursult of the Russians had ceased, hun-
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mans from East to West to meet the
threat, and yet the Russlans were unable
to help their allles by even a subordinate
attack.

| Whether the blow comes this spring,
| next summer, or is postponed until au-
[ tumn, 1916 will Eeé Russians, Frenchmen,
| Britons and Ttalians attacking the en-
| emy lines at the same time, thus maling
{ it impossible for Germany to use her
strategic rallways to advantage,

Battles as much greater than Cham-
pagne and Loos as those struggles were
greater than Artols and Neuve Chapelle
lwm be fought in France, and at the
.same time the Grand Duke Nicholas,
back-from his triumphs In the Caucasus,
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will hurl his legions on the inyader, and
Cadorna will make his supreme effort to
Aegain Italia Irridenta. :

OUR LIBERAL

) “Will the general attack on Germany
succeed?’ I asked one of the foremost
miltiary authorities living. “Your guess
| 15 as good as mine, and mine is no better
' than that of the little gIFl over at the
‘ next. table,” he replled. *T am not sure

that the little girl, it she studied the

question as hard as she studies her fash-
| fon magazine, would not give a better

CREDIT SYSTEM
" YoU FIT. UP

answer than either of us."

probably wrong again.
German Lines Well Defended. I'
“There is no guestion that we alarmed |

for twenty miles In the rear. They could |
not have held us if they had not heen!
able to bring up by rail in a great hurry |
several new corps to replace those lit-
erally destroyed by our artillery, which |
next time they cannot do. We Kkilled, |
wounded,” or captured -160,800 Germans
then, and I do net need to tell you that
on the West front alone Wo can pour|
many times as much shell inte them
when we are ready. On the other hand, |
we suffered frightfully, too, In our pre-|
vious attacks, and the art of entrench- |
ment has been greatly developed in the |
last six months. They have armed most
of the Westérn front with the new re-
valver cannon, which they belleve is an |
Tmprovement on the machine gun, and
that has yet to be thoroughly tested.
Their machine guns, which remain forty
feet under ground during our bombard-
ments, and then are brought up to the
surfaca to open on the advancing In-
fantry, are impossible to desttoy with-
out great sacrifice of life.”

“It seems,"” I suggested, “that the suc-
cess of the next offensive may depend
largely on the guns and shells and rifles
in Russja.” )

“They are very optimistic in Russla,™”
sald the officer, “'but we must wait until
we see what the German munition factor-
les have been doing this winter. They
sprang an unpleasant surprise on us last
May on the Donajec!”

NOTES OF THE SCHOOLS

Memberg of the Board of Education,
Superintendent E. L. Thurstgn, Assistant
Superintendent 8. E. Kramer, Miss Edith
Marshall, newly appointed director of
primary instruction, and a host of pa-
rents and friends were guests at a
faculty reception and tea given at Wil-
son Normal School Friday afternoon.
Miss Bernice Randall and Franklin Jack-
son gave a varied musical program.

A lecture on ‘'‘Business Ethics,”" by
lsaac Gans, was the third in the voca-
tional course given at Western High
School last week.

Miss Edith Marshall met the teachers
of the first four grades at Thomson Hall
Thureday morning, as her first official
work since her appointment as director
of primary instruction.

All the pupils of the Powell and Jolm-l
gon Schools were guests of the Parent-
Teachers’ Association at a view of edu-
cational moving pictures given Friday
morning, the subjects being Yellowstone

Park, the beet sugar industry, and a
pleasing comedy.

J. C. Willlams, assistant to the presi-
dent of the Southern Raflroad, gave a
talk at EBEastern High School, Monday
afternodon, on “Raflroading as a Busi-
ness.""

A community center jubilee will be held
at Wilson Normal Bchool tomorow night.
under the auspices of the Parents

Mr. and Mrs. R. D. Shepherd, the for-
mer well known to the public as R. D.
Meclean in the role of Brutus, and the
latter in the theatrical world as Miss
Odette Tyler, are nttending the rehearsals
of “As You Like " to” be given by
Business High School Dramatic Boclety
In April, and thelr coaching is putting
professional tone in the work of ths
young actors, 3

“Somewhere in England” iz the titie
of the musical comeds—the work of Nel-

from Gonzaga College,
|School, Techniral High School, Briarley

13, W4, 15, It contalns clever adaptation
of the most recent popular songs and
rhythmic dances.

Charles Tittman gave a song recital
at Western High School Wednesday
afternoon. .

Dr. Alice Winens Downey gave a tslk
on “Common Ailments of Children. and

Their Remedles” at the meeting of the |
and some achievements which can be|the Germans in September, for we know | ;'2(:‘:"“-" Association, held Tuesday after-
trumpeted to the world as great victories |that they began evacuating the villages ’

—

Night schools of the city will not close
untll April—the longest session they have
ever held.

“BUI'" McDonald has been unanimously
elected caplaln of next vear's basketball

team of Business High School.

Columbia Heights Boys' Club (s pre-
paring a “black and white show.” to be
given at Wilson XNormal School next
month.

A novel St. Patrick’'s Day luncheon was
eerved by the senlors at the Normal
School Friday. Decorations we wholly
green, aml John MceCormick sang Irish
melodies Lhroughout the luncheon. The
menu consisted of spinach soup. Irish
stew, Irish potatoes, pepper sulad, pig

cookles and pistachio lce cream

Prof. H. O. Bensan,
of Agricultyre, spoke om “Home and
Bchool Qardens” at the Monday after-
noon meeting of Wallach Mothers' Club,
The intricacies of the income tax were
explained to the directors of the Wash-
Ington High Bchool Bank at its mesting
Friday afternoon by Frank D
of the Union Trust Company.
R
Steward's Businesa College.

The following students
Steward's Rusiness College recent
Robert Ralph, Daniel Ralph, 0O, =N,
Haviside, Norman Morsell, Maurice Gar-
rison, Harold Maryman. Robert Cupp,

of the Depurtment

|Jacob Roberts, Harry Millard Richard

Andree, Henrletta Stubbe, M

arion Brown,
and Gertrude Bennit,

Jacob Roberts, who has enrolled in the [3iappointment, the giris had a splendid
night school, was captain of the Technica) | 98¥.

High School bassball team last VEeRT.
H. Ridgway Taylor, manager of base-

ball - has scheduled four games for the | 2thnison.

1616 season. Two are with Western High
School. on March X and April 17, and
two with Alexandria High School, on
April 14 and May 12 Inasmuch as the
team has not yet started practice, it is
highly probable that Western will be
asked to postpone the first game until
about March 30,

Manager Taylor iz still waiting to hear
Central High

Hall Academy, Friends School,
Eastern College, of Manassas, Va.

In the semi-monthly graduation
held Wednesday, Clinton E. Giles
8. E. Gann qualified in typewriting. Mr,
Giles wrote for ten minutes at the rate
of thirty-nine words & minute without
error, and Mr. Gann's rate was forty-
&ix words a minute.

Miss Ursula Flagel has secured a posi-
lion as stenographer with the firm of
Johnson & Adams, insurance brokers.

L

GIRL SCOUT NOTES.

Bunflower Troop, No. 1, held its weekly
meeting Wednesday at the home of the
Instructive Visiting Nurses. An inter-
esting lesson on “wounds”' was given by
Miss Fox. Lieut, Dorothy Putzki was
In charge, as Mrs. Rafter was still ab-
sent from the city. Dorothy Hackett and
Erma Myers passed their needlewoman
test and recelved their badges. ' The next
lesson will be on ‘‘fractures.”

and

test
and

After the usual routine of the meeting
on Friday evening. Troop No. § gave a
hearty welcome to Margaret Coffe, & new
member. The troop's second birthday
will be celebratéd March 4. Since the
first birthday the troop has grown con-
siderably,  On Friday evesing the troop

cntered ' through
| puards, learned many

1

| called away for a time and the lle
| tapk charge

' the

Herron, |

| open wounds

1

l

SOCIETY CIRGUS WILL
HAVE NOVEL FEATURES

Mra. Mooers gave a talk
|on one of the scout laws. The stretcher
drill was practiced Now any member

of Troop € Is prepared to participate in
| & streteher driil
]

Lhe
meeting the troop slarted Ms fifth pa
The number 1

| The scouts of Troop 4 met at Noel _ B
| ) s frer o« eoular 3
: Li:.‘;"'_:r:“ h}u‘:‘l“!‘: ‘_]__'”“. 0:"1':';1(_‘1‘"‘“:(". ap. Bareback Riders, Acrobats. Japanese
[taln read the requirements for the s Performers, Stage Coach Attack, and
ond class examination g s
— Bull Fight Are Scheduled
AL it= last meeting Troop No. 7§ ed
& hike for Baturday, March . Ar the ! B
jcountry. Troop 7 is very proud of lts| A So \ 18 for the cfit of
| bank account. It has started its bank- | the Arr ¥ AL wm e E \
| ing Fer with about $0 as the result |in 1t £ he Rid nd | t
| of its recent entertainment t u-:l L ’ Ap
L

fo answer roil] | w be o of . v
| thirty-eight. =0t
o for the f ow hoe
Troop § hield iis regular meetlin 1o a8 of e

urday, March 11, at Metropol!
Church. The troop has been
tour of the public bulldings
past week, At the mesting it was
to give & play for the benefit of the c»

Ing fund. Most of the meeting was epent | 1ak Eofie part in the e
In preparing for the tenderfoot examina- s wWEY il
tion, which all of the troop hope to pass | on ’ j

in the eariy future

Troop 11 held a meeing on Fridar even.
Ing at the home of the captsin
midst of the meeting the captair

She carried on t
questioning and kept perfect
captain returned Marth

took the tenderfoot examination
B per cent, after which the
privately instructed her (n
pessword and the handshake

lieuts

the

=0Ty

Troop 18, at ita last meecling, learne
to make the pads used in caring for de
Although most of the gt
had been through the Library of O
before, they were glad to go aga
the kindness of
things of
that had not impressed them upo
visits. Then they hiked to Pa
Hill to eee an olg mansion which, 1o 1
dismay, they found had been bu
shortly sfter Christmar. Except

ane 1 4 1
JLAM F. DEAVPER
GIBSON FAHNESTY
HUCH LEGANLE
ISAAC T. MANN
JUNIUS W Ay 3
GEOF B
HEN 1
WALTER

ac MU A

this

cLANAHAN
OXNARI
R. TUCK

2MMAN

Troop 19 met at the home of | o e e
Katie Gross passed | )
derfoot test and was weleomed into the | ) Loses Six SQ_n; 1nl War
troop. A note of thanks was read from | Beslin, Marc {—When t e W
ona of the mothers to wWhom a plan l” t Wilhelm Mo<eller, a 1---‘ n
had beeq sent. Capt. Stallev Eave an | Schoenberg, Mecklenburg-Schwer

teresting talk on the flag. The next meer- |5ix stalwart sons to t

ing will be held at the home of Gladys |est one of thegn was X1 years «
Loveless, youngest, who entered the an L
o volunteer, 17, Now all of the s

Troop 20 held one of the most interest- | Three were killed In early stagrs of the

ings meetings of the year last Thursday | war In Belgium and Fi ot ;

&t troop headquarters. Out of the thirty- | their lives in the great G

two members, thirty attended The giris | Poland, aod a few davs

discussed thelr entertainment and dance | stricken father recelved

for April 25 Misy Pauline Hole§ visited [that the last one of his

the troop. instrucling the memberg in

from wounds In a flel
drilling. The girls show great enthusi- |*

asm over this stunt and they are already | Iron %.98 per cent pure has been pro-
practicing for the mally. The scouts t% | duced in the laboratories of th niver-
perienced quite a surprise when Field sity of Wisconsin

Executive H. L. Tavler, of the Boy

Scouts. walked fn on them st this meet-
ing. He discussed “First Ald "

Mrs. . A. Colman, fleld commissioner,
Ezve a brief talk on the opportunity of
Washington Bcouts at assembly at the .
Jefferson Echoel on Monday morning, at l
the request of the principal, Mr Thomp-
son, and the president of the Mothers' |
Club, Mrs. C. N. Chipman. |

P ; and when 1t shows any
Girl Scouts of Troop 3 met at the resi-

dence of thelr captain on Saturday. They | signs of distress, give
were given Ingtruction iIn the whistle | help at once.

slgnals, and one of the scouls gave nl
talk on “Friendliness” A visitor gave nl o STETIE R,s

desctiption of the voyage from England
to America, in which the girls were much

has been found very helpful as a
tonic and appetizer. Try it

Keep the

interested. The scout law on “Obedi.
efice” was ‘also the subject of & discus-
sion. The 1roop gave the “vell” for the
secretary, Whose "birthday had been the
week before. A gpeclal meeting of Troop
3 was called on Wednesday evening,
when an interested friend of the troop
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